[The chronically limping child].
Chronic limping in children usually indicates the presence of an underlying organic lesion. Clinical evaluation establishes the site and type of limping. It may suggest a neurological or mechanical lesion or locoregional etiology at the level of the hip or pelvis. Plain radiographs and ultrasound are firstline imaging techniques. The diagnosis may be delayed either due to ignorance of age-specific entities or false positive or negative results on plain films and ultrasound. MRI now plays a major role for diagnosis. Multiple potential underlying etiologies including trauma, infections, arthritides or tumors are best evaluated with MRI. The MRI examination should not be limited only to the hip joint.